
Below is the actual template I used in creating the self published version of the 

book, Funny thing, looking at it now, the cover has two Rook throw-ups on it. I 

tried to find the owner through Keo Xmen who posted it on 12 oz prophet. He 

didn’t know. The back cover was a piece that Jerx from North Carolina did.  

Among the items of interest that were quite time consuming was the rest in peace 

section. I originally wanted to include all the original newspaper articles that were 

out there in order to authenticate stories in the book. The other thing was to be 

respectful of the individuals and their families. I couldn’t put only a few in without 

the others .I was up against time and resources to have to research each individual 

that died and why he/she died. 

So what I thought to do was put in excepts of the actual articles and a sentences of  

real text within the book in the R.I.P page so the reader would realize this 

obviously was a crew that went through some events that far exceeded graffiti. The 

idea of the thumbnail of Images came from a coworker/friend Gary Pals. I loved 

his concept and thought it solved the problem of having additional pages (which 

the publisher was not in favor of) and still be able to give the reader some insight. 

Attached is the original.  



 



 

 



The Book cover choice was another obstacle. The publisher asked me to come up 

with a tag or piece saying MPC or Morris Park Crew.  We originally were working 

off a shot of 34
th
 street I took. Well, I had several people working on a legible font 

with some drips but, I wanted it to be legible. So I reached out to LA Underground 

who sent it to Brisk at Tribal Gear. I sent it to Unek CBS . I gave it to a couple of 

coworkers .All did a good job. I sent them in as a reference and later that week or 

so they said they were working on the cover and sent me what they did. When I 

opened it I thought WTF ? It looked like something from Dr. Seuss .The designer 

didn’t know. I called and said that won’t work among other things lol. The editor 

said they needed something with graffiti on it for the genre and marketing. I 

disagreed stating the reader will have enough within the book. A little bit of 

contention went on with this point for a while. I sent them several books that were 

published including one by them with ideas and images of what they could do that 

would be acceptable with my vision but, also that they agreed with. I just wanted 

something that looked professional with legible lettering like a stamp. Let me say 

these folks were great to work with and they hit it out the park with the chosen 

cover and layout. This was the only hiccup so to speak. 
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They sent this back. Nailed it! They chose this image from the ones I sent, Rook 

again, perfect! 

 



 



 

 


